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THE TOTAL 
GRAPHOLINGUISTIC 
FACT Structure: How are writing systems 

structured? 

Use: How are writing 
systems used?

Ideologies: 
Which attitudes and 

ideologies are 
associated with writing 
systems and their use?

ά/ƻƳƛŎ {ŀƴǎ ƛǎ ǳƎƭȅΦέ
ά/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΦέ
ά/ƻƳƳŀ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƴƻ ǎŜƴǎŜΦέ

ά¢ƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ Ŧƻƴǘ ƛǎ 
ǇŜŘŀƴǘƛŎΦέ
άtŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ 
about mistakes have too 
ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ

ά¸ƻǳǊκȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎƛƴƎΦέ
ά¢ƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜƳƻƧƛǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƻŦŦ ǳƴǎŜǊƛƻǳǎέ
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A. Graphetics ςMateriality (What 
does writing look/feel like?)

Comic Sans : The font is ugly. / 
Its use in specific contexts is 
inappropriate. / To complain 
about the font is 
justified/pedantic/ableist. 

Typographic mimicry : 
Emulating fonts are often 
designed unprofessionally. / 
Their use is problematic/racist. / 
Only people who belong to a 
culture in question are allowed 
to make judgments about the 
appropriateness of the use of 
such fonts.  
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GRAPHOLINGUISTICS

B. Graphematics ςLinguistic 
function (How is writing related to 
language?)

Attitudes about writing 
systems, their learnability and 
difficulty : The more phonetic, 
the better a writing system. / 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ΨƻǇǘƛƳŀƭΩ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ 
system, as the quality of a writing 
system in a given context 
ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǳǎŜǊǎΩ ǇǊƛƻǊ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ 
experience. / Writing systems 
can be beautiful/ugly/chaotic/ 
elegant/hard/complex/ 
ingenious. 

C. Orthography ςNormativity (What are 
the conventions/rules?)

Attitudes about orthography : 
Orthographic rules are important. / 
Everyone should adhere to existing 
ƴƻǊƳǎΦ κ LǘΩǎ ŦǳǘƛƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 
spelling reforms.

Correction of incorrect 
corrections : Spelling mistakes are 
embarrassing. / To correct a spelling 
mistake is pedantic. / It is wrong to 
ƧǳŘƎŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŀǎ ΨŘǳƳōΩ ƻƴƭȅ 
because they have made a spelling 
mistake.
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άƭŀōŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ 

descriptions and analyses of the written 

form of language and of developing them to 

a general theory of writing as a constitutive 

part of a general theory of languageέ 
DƭǸŎƪ нлмсΥ рфсΣ Ƴȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

SO FAR

OPEN
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(already exactly the same in the first edn. of 1993: 533 ς534 )
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A POSSIBLE DEFINITION

DƭǸŎƪΣ IŜƭƳǳǘΦ нлмсΦ 

Schriftlinguistik. In 

IŜƭƳǳǘ DƭǸŎƪ ϧ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ wǀŘŜƭ όeds .), 

Metzler Lexikon 

Sprache , 5th edn ., 

596. Stuttgart: 

Metzler.



-integration of different perspectives from diverse disciplines

- including ςbut not limited to ςanthropology and cultural studies, 

psychology and cognitive science(s), sociolinguistics

-combination of synchronic and diachronic perspectives

-diachrony informs synchrony and vice versa

-establishment of a unified descriptive and explanatory 

framework ςincluding methodology and concepts (e.g., 

allography) for all writing systems regardless of type

-publication of findings (at least additionally) in English to foster 

international visibility and exchange
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THE GOAL

aŜƭŜǘƛǎΣ 5ƛƳƛǘǊƛƻǎΣ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘŀ 5ǸǊǎŎƘŜƛŘΦ 2022. Writing Systems and Their 
Use: An Overview of Grapholinguistics . Berlin/Boston: De Gruyter. 
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110757835

https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110757835
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A MODEL OF WRITING 

SYSTEMS

WRITING SYSTEM

GRAPHETICS

GRAPHEMATICS

ORTHOGRAPHY

LANGUAGE SYSTEM

scripts:
basic shapes

graphemes

norms, rules

linguistic units



processing fit
UNIVERSAL

suitability for physio-

logical and cognitive

processing

sociocultural fit
SYSTEM-SPECIFIC

sociocultural, political, 
Χ ǎǳƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ

a given literate 
community

linguistic fit
TYPOLOGICAL

suitability as secondary semiotic systems 
related to language(s)

systematic fit
STRUCTURAL

quality as structural systems
7

ATTITUDES AND IDEOLOGIES ABOUT WRITING SYSTEMS OVERVIEW Dimitrios Meletis

EXPLANATION
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MY RESEARCH
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GRAPHETICS
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COMIC SANS



- created in the early 1990s by Vincent Connare

by commission to Microsoft for Microsoft Bob
- Connareconsidered the use of Times New Roman in 

software for children inappropriately conservative and 

sober

- designed in the course of only three days

- was modeled after lettering of comics (especially 

Watchmen and The Dark Knight Returns), but only the 

uppercase letters

- in the end, it was not used for Microsoft Bob but for 

different software

- was preinstalled on computers starting with Windows 95

The talking dog 
from Microsoft Bob

Comparison : Lettering in 
Watchmen vs. Comic Sans

HISTORY
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-ΨƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΩ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎ ƻŦ ǳǎŜ and high frequency of 

use (oversaturation) as biggest arguments
- ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΥ άƛǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƛǊǊƛǘŀōƭȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΣ ǎƻ 

ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘέ

- concern not the quality of the typeface per se, but its use; thus, 

it is (also) a criticism of the people who use the typeface 

ΨƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅΩ ƻǊ ΨƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜƭȅΩ

- quality of the design of Comic Sans is mainly criticized 

by designers and typographers

- question, which actors participate in which discourses

AGAINST
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REACTIONS
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άώΦΦΦϐ ǿƘŜƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŀ Ψ5ƻ bƻǘ 9ƴǘŜǊΩ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ-

stroked, attention-commanding font such as Impactor Arial Black 

is appropriate. Typesetting such a message in Comic Sanswould 

be ludicrous. Though this sort of misuse is frequent, it is 

unjustified. Clearly, Comic Sans as a voice conveys silliness, 

childish naivetŞ, irreverence, and is far too casual for such a 

purpose. It is analogous to showing up for a black tie event in a 

clown costumeΦέ 
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Holly & David Combs 
Ban Comic Sans Manifesto

https://1000manifestos.com/ban - comic - sans/  

BAN COMIC SANS
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- ά/ƻƳƛŎ {ŀƴǎ ƛǎƴΨǘ ōŀŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ 

ŎƻƳƛŎǎ όƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅύΦ LǘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ΨǎƛƭƭȅΩ 

ƭƻƻƪ ώΧϐΣ ǎƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊǎ ǳǎŜ /ƻƳƛŎ {ŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ powerpoints, it 

seems out of placeΦέ 

- ά¢ƛƳŜǎ bŜǿ wƻƳŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ Ŧƻƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƻǇ ƴƻǘƛŎƛƴƎΤ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ 

ƭŀǊƎŜ ŘƻǎŜǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

very commonly used fonts are mostly designed like that. Comic 

{ŀƴǎΧ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦέ 

- άǘƘŜ sweatpantsƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƴǘ ǿƻǊƭŘέ

- ά{ƻΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ /ƻƳƛŎ {ŀƴǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ŦƻƴǘΣ ōǳǘ 

rather of a mediocre font, used incorrectly on a massive scale.έ

VOICES
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MEMES
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- around 2012, Thomas Blanc and Florian Amoneau

posted redesigned logos set in Comic Sans in the 

tumblr blog Comic Sans Project
- reception was very positive 

- illustrated that there are also appropriate contexts for 

ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ΨƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘƭȅΩ ōŀŘ 

- Comic Sans is supposedly more easily read by 

people suffering from dyslexia
- criticism of the elitist and discriminating Comic Sans 

movement that is seen as ableist

PROPONENTS
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COMIC SANS PROJECT
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The day my sister, Jessica, discovered Comic Sans, her entire world 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ŘȅǎƭŜȄƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ 

diagnosed in her early twenties, enabling her to build up a personal set of 

tools for navigating the writtenworld.

άCƻǊ ƳŜΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ /ƻƳƛŎ {ŀƴǎ ƛǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ŀ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƛŘΣ ƻǊ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ 

ŀƛŘΣ ƻǊ ŀ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƛŘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƳŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ 

aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΦ άL ƘŀǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅ 

ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŘȅǎƭŜȄƛŎΦέ

Lauren Hudgins, Hating Comic Sans is Ableist (2019)
https://theestablishment.co/hating - comic - sans - is - ableist -

bc4a4de87093/index.html

ABLEISM
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https:// www.youtube.com / watch?v =1A8ePOEe4iM

5hbΩ T HATE ON COMIC SANS
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A8ePOEe4iM


22https:// www.youtube.com / watch?v =jVhlJNJopOQ

EVEN WORSE? Papyrus
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jVhlJNJopOQ
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ADMIRATION: Helvetica

ATTITUDES AND IDEOLOGIES ABOUT WRITING SYSTEMS 1. COMIC SANS Dimitrios Meletis



multilingual, monoscriptual  

multilingual, multiscriptual  
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MULTILINGUAL WRITING



monolingual, multiscriptual

monolingual, monoscriptual  
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MONOLINGUAL WRITING
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monolingual, transscriptual  monolingual, monoscriptual
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MARKED MONOLINGUAL WRITING
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- it is, at this point, accepted that 

the visual appearance of writing 

can also contribute to the 

meaning of a written utterance

- and it is not necessarily secondary; 

the degree of its contribution must 

be evaluated individually in each 

case

27

MEANING -MAKING POTENTIAL
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-emulative function of typography (structural 

function, perspective of the product)

- typefaces (i.e., different appearances of the same 

script) are made to resemble something else 

- example: so-called script typefaces emulate the 

appearance of handwriting

- this also exists in the opposite direction: hand 

lettering in which handwriting mimics the look of 

printed text

Black Phantom typeface
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TYPOGRAPHIC MIMICRY
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-expressive, indicating/indexical, connotative 

functions of typography 

- this is a more dynamic semiotic process that views 

typographic mimicry as a literacy practice 

-a source script (such as Roman script) is made 

to look like a target script (such as Chinese 

script) in some way

29

CULTURAL TYPOGRAPHIC 

MIMICRY
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EXAMPLES
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a modern Greek typeface
Gelio typeface

31

STRUCTURAL MAKEUP
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 a Greek inscription
32

STRUCTURAL MAKEUP
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-feature(s) of the visual 

appearance

-which aspect/part/feature 

of the target script?

-the production process

-e.g., writing with a brush  Kashima Brush 
      typeface

Chinese 
calligraphy  
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WHAT IS MIMICKED?
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loops as a visually salient  feature
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THAI SCRIPT: ORIGINAL VS MIMICKED
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